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State your 
name, please. 


—_ 


Tn ies \ 


a wt 
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4” the Baxter 


© 7” On Tm Uh- h° 
from Midtown High. 
here as part of the 
Shadow Program. 


ff Me Paris ” 


What? No, ha our sensors are 
> 7 


2) 
is 
ha, no! I don't N reading a level seven Bg AN 


have any-- power surge. Yet ny 


© 


——'9 
Ah 0 0a | 
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Im supposed 
to career- shadow 


Reed Richards. You know, ¥ 
# it's when they have a High 


School kid, like me, follow 


someone, well, like Reed 4 
Richards around. 4 


It's ok. Mr. Parker. 
We certainly 


understand your need Ja 
for confidentiality. 
We here at the 
Fantastic Four will 
respect that fully 


don't have any powers. 
I don't know what 
youre talking about. 


a 
—— 


You know, like a 
shadow. And I was-- 
Uh-- supposed to come 
down here today and 
they told me this was 
all approved..and all. 


And where did 
you get your extra 
human powers 
from, Mr. Parker? 


suppose the costume 
in your napsack is 


| just for parties. 


Bea Rae; 
o( | |e) 


{ Ahh, here > 


ty, 
~Ves. ) a 
( Here's the fe ) = ‘ z o 


orm 


signed by Dr. Richards. ( We are going to have ) —— 
All seems to be in order, to ask that you abide by °iium 
P. : the building ordinances | = 
= / and not wear your mask | ) 


| 
———) { or use ek powers while 
= Gs ) \ ( inside the Baxter Building, ) 
alle i a 


| 


I} 
| 


al Ve 
in 


iT aay 


a, 
—— 


tS, 


( pina before we let 


‘ou into the main 


Well, it has. And 
in that time America 
has come to know 
and love the Fantastic 


ease Four as if they were 
Can you believe it's members of our 


already been a year since own family. 
the amazing voyage that 
turned the Fantastic Four 
into America's first super- 
powered (non-mutant) 
peace organization? 


Hi, my name is 
Patsy Walker and 
welcome to: The 
Fantastic Four-- 
the first family of 

the fantastic. 


Although Richards was 
offered considerable sums 
of money to fund this 
amazing voyage, he decided 
to Tund this historic 
expedition himself -- 


oma 
———— 


>= 


It all started in the 
hallowed halls of M.I.T. 
where student Professor 
Reed Richards won the 
Nobel Prize for discovering 
the existence of what 
we refer to as "The 
Negative Zone." 


A parallel 
dimension whose 
properties and 
sciences are a skewed 
and unexplainable 
version of our 


Years later, Reed Richards 
discovered a way to break 
the barrier between dimensions-- 
and found himself faced with 
the challenge to be the first 
interdimensional voyager the 
world has ever Known. 


--using the money 


he was able to accumulate 
from the numerous patents 
and scientific discoveries 
Richards had made since 
his youth. 


Among those discoveries: 
the joy stick, Marshmallow Fluff 
the compact disc, the kilowatt, 
surround sound stereo...MTV2, 


Hostess Twinkies, boxer shorts, 
mainstream acceptance of comics 
as an art form, rack and pinion 


steering, the screen saver, and 
so many, many, more... 


Ben Grimm-- United 
States Air Force Pilot and 
Reed Richards’ best friend 


Reed put together 
a crew of trusted 
friends and field experts 
to join him on this 
historic journey. 


since childhood. 


And her brother: 
five time Nascar winner 
Johnny Storm. 


Fellow Nobel Prize 
winning astrophysicist 
Sue Storm. 


(Who just happens 
to be Reed Richards' girl- 
friend since college.) 


Including Alien * 


a Though much 
Traveling ina But here on races such as the j 
: : i ; P of the journey has 
ship of Reed Richards Earth it seemed as if Noble Kree and the been classifi: by 


they were only in the 
Negative Zone for three 
and a half days. _<4 


and Sue Storm's co-design-- 
the four embarked on a 
well-documented voyage 
to the heart of the 
Negative Zone. 


shape-shifting Skrull. 
Two alien races at 
constant war with 

in the Negative each other since 


Zone, the Fantastic time began. 
Four discovered many 
amazing things-- ie 


the United States 
Government... 


All four say 
their trip lasted well 
over five months-- 


A All of the Fantastic 
Four have written 
Biographies on what 
they can tell you 
about their travels. 


Available in 
the lobby gift 
shoppe. 


Granted a 
one-of-a-kind deal 
with the United States 
Government, Reed Richards 
still controls the only 
existing portal to 
the Negative Zone-- 


And it is located 
right here in the 
Baxter Building. 


The living computer 
system known as HERBIE. 
keeps constant watch 
over the zone portal-- 


--conducting 
constant analysis 
on our neighbors 
from across space 
and time. 


The how _ But the most 
and why is still shocking discovery 
amystery-- of the entire journey 

to the Negative Zone came 
when the four discovered that 
they had been genetically 
augmented with fantastic 
pene = beyond their 
ee ANS: Reed Richards 


iS now a human elastic 
band, with the abilit 
to stretch his body for 
hundreds of feet. He is now 
known the world over 
as Mr. Fantastic. 


Sue Storm 
discovered the amazing 
ability to turn anything 
in her eyesight invisible. 
She is even able to 
compress the air around 
her into impenetrable 
force fields. She is the 
Invisible Girl. 


--and their work here 
in the Baxter Building-- 
helping to build a better 
tomorrow, today. 


--they have split 
their time between 
the high adventure of 
World Peace officers-- 


Johnny Storm 
can burst into 
flame. With incredible 
control over heat 
and fire, he is the 
Human Torch. 


Since the fateful day 
that these amazing 
powers turned them into 
the Fantastic Four-- 


And Ben Grimm-- 
found that upon his 
return to Earth he 
metamorphosed 
into an orange rock 
creature of incredible 
strength. 


Though the media 
has dubbed his new 
persona "The Thing," 
to us he is Air Force 
Captain Benjamin 
Grimm. Ben to 
his friends. 


We must *MUTANTS AND OTHER EXTRA-POWERED PEOPLE ARE ASKED 
ask all visitors NOT TO ENGAGE THEIR POWERS IN ANY WAY. DOING SO IN 
to the Baxter THE BAXTER BUILDING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED 

Building to follow AND PUNISHABLE BY LAW. 
these important 

\ plot devices-- 
oops I mean 


*DUE TO THE SENSITIVITY OF THE RICHARDS' ONGOING 
EXPERIMENTS WE ASK THAT YOU STAY ON THE RED ST 
ON THE CENTER OF EACH FL 
ASKED OTHERWISE BY REED RICHARDS HIMSELF. 


If you enter this 
area without proper 
authorization-- your 
life will be in danger. 

*ALSO, THERE IS 10 BE NO TOUCHING OF ANY 
MACHINERY OR MECHANISMS WHICH ARE ONLY TO 

BE USED BY TRAINED PROFESSIONALS. 


*THE THIRD FLOOR IS THE NEGATIVE ZONE PORTAL- IT IS 
STRICTLY OFF LIMITS TO ANYONE AND EVERYONE. IT IS 
GUARDED BY ONE OF THE MOST ELABORATE 
SECURITY SYSTEMS ON THE PLANET. 


— It's supposed to be big--It's 
too \.an ultimate coffee maker.* 


and the headquarters 
of the world famous 


4 
I'm telling ya, 
this is broken. J 


ay 
- 


yaa } N f 
i >» u 
ox 
He's right, 
stretcho. 
- iE 


SS BO NS _, Ben, just pu 1 
~ be. i d 
y ae giving me grie 
-\h\"y Z ES ry ry % 
4 - Me ns \ ee 
Ns Ye P; FA 
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Whaddaya want 
from me, stretch? 


Well, we are 
certainly glad to see 
you, young man. 


Thank 
Galactus!! 


Til get 
my wallet. 


Any of you have this fixed/ _, Honey, _ 
have any cash?A in a minute. J were ordering / 
out today. 


: Go to the « 
Starbucks-- there 
\\\l_ are seven of them 
on this block, / 
any will do-- bs 
By pick upas ~\ 
many coftiees as } 
you can carry-- 
at least ten. 


AN 
iy 


That's what 
interns are 


couple of those 
muffins with the 
stuff on the top, 


And get a 
littke something 
for yourself. 


Double mocha ; 

latte? Hey kid, (| } 
while youre out wil | | i ——— 
you pick the big QUY fe a 


up a dress’? ; 
7 All right, 
hot shot, you've 
been cruisin’ for a 


bruisin' all mornin’ 
and now youre 


The alarm 
has sounded!! Our 
call to action! 


— SS ms ae - = 
MS) 
4 


——xc 
| 
a 
NO 
—————— ee 


" & 
jt 
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Get your coffee? 
You get your coffee. I'm 
a super hero too, you 
know. I was a super hero 
before it was cool. 


I took down 
the Kingpin and I-- 


ok well, that's all 


I did. But it's 
still something. 


b You can't just go 
and blow a guy's secret 


#@$%*@#$ identit 
like that. Huh? Right? 


And hey--I got my powers 
the way youre !@#$%ad#$% 
supposed to! 


‘Get some coffee: 


How about I kick 
all your @#$#2)N' 
@#$%*\| 


Make me sit through 
that lame video, and 
now I gotta go get 

them @#$*%I@#$ coffee? 


How ‘bout I get our . 
dysfunctional #@p#%$* 


into group therapy? 


Well, this is stupid, 
Tm not walking down 


sixty flights of #I$%$@lIN' 


steps. Maybe this floor 
has actual elevators... 


How do you 

even get out of ‘this place? 
Guy found another 

@$H#%@8H#$"* dimension-- 


he can't buy a 


doorknob like a 
normal person. 


And |@#$A%8% 
doorknobs... 


———— 
I should just 
take their @*$%x*#$ 
money and go 
@#$%*8%# home. 


totally @#$%*& outing 
me as*&%AF@#%IN' 
Spider-Man. 


STAY ON THE RED 
STRIPED AREAS 


el 


Uh-oh Suddenly I find that 
= T have stumbled into 
Ss J) the Negative Zone portal } 
——— | room-- as clearly shown | 

in the video presentation # 
earlier this issue. 


t state your name. J 


~_MP if 


quae 


OR 
WHICHEVER. 
YOU CAN GET 
70 FIRST-- 


vail 


‘Ts 


hy 


| 
if. 

(a 
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A 
We will not stop 
these annoying action 
— spreads until Reed Richards 
enemy of the Skrull reveals 
himself to us! f 


4 
De 
. 
we ‘al 
1 
‘ 
¥ 
” 


a 


Now, hold 
on there, you 
crazy aliens'! 
Let's just sit down 
and talk about this 
like level-headed 
crazy aliens! 


' ” We will on 
f Pat 


my people's FQ 
existence...!!! 


at ‘| *Pathetic attempt | 2 
é | CX] by the writer to get 
y 
: his name mentioned 


= 4 6 6On Stern again. \v 


Reed #@$e@!#I$! 
#% FO$$%OFIOHSIN" 


No, yep. It's me. I 
got a new costume, 
but it's me, so 
here I am!! So stop with 
the hurting and 
the blowing things 
up all the-- 


N 
4 


a 
* o pil 


Meanwhile: at the 
brand new offices 
of Marvel Comics. 


Scorsese there? uesada-- ane 


Hi, Martin-- é Editor in Chief 2s ANdeRSoN + Hi-- are you 
, 4 interested in writing 
a Marvel Comic? 4 


NE a) | i 


might be right up 


our alley. Its kind of KS 
> a "Mee Streets" J—~ 


meets...Hello? 


Mo Ritter 


Richard donner 


ORSON WELLES 
KeBuRG SLIM 
SHUGGIe offs 


Key KONG 
SOS pues 


‘a ! 
MARK Powers, ete: j 


MILLIGAN 
the ALLRed < 


Uh-- anybody ‘eZ 
here Know how to fe 


x 
It's Ralph Macchio-- 
your editor. I got your 
“| script and it looks good. Pp 
Hi, Brian Bendis, Sut I think we told é! 
¥ oh, Im sorry, Brian YOu this before-- g : oH try | youl used 
Michael Bendis. : a to work 
J |} aa ee with Frank 


resected 
Bendis 
seppts 


Assistant Editor 
Smitty, could you clean 
up this mess for me. 
I'm on the phone. 


editor 


SAN i 
Ad oN 


WZ 


4 as A » @ 
Cut it out quys!! WA & 
The artist int being) G7 = GRYYAARRGHH!! 
paid by the Skrull! Jf", P 5 


The Fantastic 
Four!!! Curse you, 


y ; Reed Richards! 
(oF a [9 > 1 = 
~ y It's time for . 


you to go back to 


where you came 
from, Hellspawn! 
ip | 
i 45 3 ; ‘ 
°a% 1) 


You will bow 
down before me, 
Reed Richards!!! 


Superman the S's 
Movie, references V7 
that no one 
will get but the 
writer-- Yawn. 


Wow, 
Dr. Richards, is 
your crotch 
talking? 


to have an 
Anti-Matter 
Negative 
Zone Nullifier gas 


so lucky Reed 
had his Anti-Matter 
Negative Zone «( 
Nullifier B-2000, 4 _ 


Seems like a™ 
awfully convenient 


plot device. 


Youre just 
lucky Reed got 
us here in time, 

young man. 


Well, it is page 
21. We have 
to wrap it up. 


So, what do 
you have to 
say for your self 
young man? 


What? Who 
me? No, I was 
helping. Im a 
super hero. 


Oo 


What do 
you mean? 


great job. 


y PHWEE ' | 


All you 
had to'do was 

follow these 
simple rules. 


“Uh--I think youre 
mistaking me for 
somebody else... 


STAY—ON THE RED 
STRIPED AREAS 


® 


DO NOT TOUCH 
EQUIPMENT 


..1 never 
watched a tape 
with the rules. 


either, did you? 


DO NOT GO AEAR THE 
NEGATIVE-ZONE 
PORTAL OR YOU 
WILE BE-KILLED. 


Tve never met 
you before. 


instead-- 
what did 
you do? 


Well, then, 
how do you 
explain this? 


8. 


” Sorry, don't know 
what yourre-- Uh-- 
talking about? Iam a 
mysterious super-hero 
and I have never even 
met you before. so... 


n* 
Well, we're just 
lucky that they didn't 
start using their 
shape-shifting 
powers this time 


Next month-- 
we're going to do 
a silent month. No 
words in any of 
the comics 


‘ 


es the Skrulls * 
can turn them- 
selves into anything 
and anybody. 


Shape 
shifters? 


Silence infidel-- 
any who crosses 
me shall feel 
my wrath!! 


We were lucky. 
If they did that, we 
would never know where, 
or with what devious plot 
they would strike our 
planet with next. 


CEG ATEN 2 tne 


« 


TOUCH os me Yat ih fet 
QUED os The Mat AU 


SCIENTIST TED SALLIS IS FORCED TO INJECT HIMSELF 
WITH AN UNTESTED SERUM THAT ENEMY AGENTS WERE 
TRYING TO STEAL FROM HIM. THIS UNTESTED SERUM 
TRANSFORMS SALLIS INTO A MINDLESS, SHAMBLING 
CREATURE MADE OF SWAMP AND SEWER MATTER. 
POSSESSED WITH AN UNEXPLAINABLE EMPATHIC POWER 
THAT CAUSES HIM TO BE ATTRACTED TO THE FEAR OF 
OTHERS, THE CREATURE NOW KNOWN AS THE MAN-THING 
PROWLS THE SEWERS AND WATERWAYS OF vi gad 
A DANGER TO THOSE HE COMES IN CONTACT WITH .. 
i eae KNOWS FEAR BURNS AT THE TOUCH .. 


2s 


have three 
kids and--and-- 
and we live on a = s 
fixed income ee mV <Ss ar. It's waaay ja 
>. = ; — ; SS past time to fier 
3 : ; = skedaddle. Ate 


Yo, man, this 
is the part of 
the plan that I 

may not be 

so into. 
Ln 


Are you kidding 
me? This is genius. 


This is the 


way they used § > 4 ‘ Yeah, but back in 

to do it back in =e : A the day there weren't 

the day. Like in sa, all kinds of things 
the twenties. ASS) — i : ; down there. 


Come on, man, 
3 let's just take 
the subway. 


/ think you 
{ are, I think youre 
\ a five-year-old girl 
with pigtails. om 
Yeah, no 
one ever got 
=\ pinched down Es 
there. 
=7__Come on. 
{ There's nothing 
down here. 


: We go through 
for a couple of blocks, 
pop up the other side, 

shake down another 
stupid broad... 


I can pay 
my rent and 
your lady will 
stay out of 

your nose. 


y, 


g a alligators. I 

A : ns mean the-- 
4 alligators living 

down here. 


That' 
Y an urban myth. ‘eg 
Is that what they P| 
call them? Yeah-- faa 


an urban myth. 


Dear Marsha, 
I love you 
and I'm sorry. 


I hope you will believe 
me when I say that I’m 
sorry I destroyed the life 
IT promised you. 


I am sorry that I have 
let you down as both a 
husband and a father. 


I know it is impossible 
to ask, but I hope one 
day you will forgive me 
and only remember the 
good times. And there 
were many, weren't there? 


Thank God for that, 
because now I will need 
them. I will have to hold 
onto them for dear life. 


I’ve been thinking a lot 
about why our marriage 
worked and there's a lot 
of reasons-- 


--I know that. 


But I think the one that 
completely filled me-- 
completely touched me 
every day--was the 
fact that you were so 
proud of me. 


I never told 
you that. 


tT really 
should have. 


Just how proud you were of 
me and my work. 


Knowing you felt that way 
filled my day with such an extra 
| sense of accomplishment. 


IT loved to teach. 


I know you know that but --I 
guess the idea that I can't do it 
anymore makes me realize it all 
over again. 


I'm going to miss that 
moment, The one where you can 
see in their eyes that they'get’ 
what you are saying. When it 
clicks. 


That they aren't just learning 
because they have a test anda 
grade to worry about, but 
understanding something that 
you said because they wanted fo. 


And then there's the 
experiments. Or I should say -- 
‘The Experiment’. 


. You said to me:'So many 
y people would just take whatever 
life has to offer them. That most 
people lose a limb and that would 
be that. But that I found a way to 
use it as a springboard for 
scientific idea and reason.’ 


And I would look away and 
pretend not to hear you say it, but 
LT did. I just didn't know how to 
take the compliment. 


I love you for understanding 
y, me,and I love you for never 
asking me to be home when I 
was at the lab. 


Or making me choose 
between you and the 
experiments. knowing that my 
work was part of why you loved 
me. 


I think of all the terrible 
marriages we know of. 


All of our friends who just 
imprison themselves in these 
meaningless and selfish battles 
of will that they disguise as 
commitment. 


And how I had ‘us’ and how 
badly I squandered it. 


I wonder how differently 


everything would have turned Things are Look at this-- 
_ out if the university would have going well. Guys, PT rl a 6 
_seen the experiments the way youremember y spring, Phase 6! 


_ you did, Dean Moore. 
——————— a Fa 
/f they would have believed — 

in me -- the way you did. 
Unconditionally. 


Ha! Can you 
believe it? 


bea! well, dai 
what I am here to ce) 


4! 


as 


= NI 
Curt, what do you ~ 
expect? Higher learning is 
a business, Curt, and, listen, 
business is bad. Attendance 
is way down. Scholarship 
| money is harder and harder to-- 


be) I can't )\ (rr 


PNA, 


| 4 | believe it. 


7 


--and your work 
is going so slowly. 
I told you this. At this 
point we had to decide \ 
teat that this idea of yours is , ‘ Curt... » 
XX. a long shot at best \ &- 4 \\\ come’ on. 


How can you sa The lizard runs 
i that? Reptilian DNA hosts ‘ for shelter leaving 
L{ any number of-- listen-- a a squirming tail to 
lizard. A lizard can release confuse or distract 
its tail from its body-- the predator. 
break it off--when grabbed ( 
by a predator. 


"ZN 


I 


yy 
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three or four months 
to grow the replacement. 
But it does. They can |} 
grow back entire body a 
parts from nothing. 4 | 


that bio 


Curt--you've 


And you have 
\ diaale! to show 
or it. 


Come on Curt, you are 
so well liked among the /} 
students. a 


And we adore 
you here at the university 
and we sincerely hope to 
have you on staff for as 
long as you want. 


bea Mie to incorporate p 1s on saree 
logy into human 
DNA--to give human beings a [z= 
chance to grow back limbs or /== 
£\ organs that they might not--/ {I 
they might not-- 


NES | a= : 


\ 


i a6 
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a &/ Nothing? 
4 The rabbit. 


W 


ursuit. I grant you that-- 
SS of course I dd. And we 
——— all believe in you. But this 
is business--this isn't 
a fairy tale. 


--is that from a business ¥ 
standpoint we cannot ff 
continue funding some 
thing like this without 
concrete results. 
Results get 
, Published. Results 


And results 
get the attention Bx 
of big corporate 


And to be 


W honest--really honest- 


the only reason you ¥ 
were able to continue } 
this for so long was 
because of your 
ersonal situation. 
our--your personal 
investment in 
the project. 


|| not saying 
\, give up. Z 
Im saying 
we just can't 
pay for it 
anymore. 


People try to pinpoint them. 
Try to isolate them so and say: 
‘That's it. That's the moment I 
ruined my life.’ People try to find 
these moments buf they can't-- 
__No. Because really it's never just — 
one moment. 


Ww ~ 40 


q 
x 


/t's a lifetime of bad moments j Oh, but of course, not for me, 
and bad decisions. = fal 


ng moment is so obvious... 


We've been steadily increasing the 
serum dosage. Right? No. No. 
Nonono. So obvious... 


the dosage. We pump 

up the amphetamine 

mix and decrease the 
serum too-- ‘ 


Time is money 
and we are fresh 
out of both. 


pull 


=J Z 
e@ out o | We do it 
ime, kids! \ tonight!!! 


The--the others left. They wouldn't 
have anything to do with him in 
the state he was in. 


But--I stayed, and I stayed 
because I thought he would 
calm down after awhile. Like 

get a hold of himself. 


I yelled at him. I -- it was 
eves ining opposite of 
what he had taught us 
was protocol for these 

kind of experiments. 


But he apologized to me 
and he started to try to 
explain himself. He seemed, 
like, instantly sobered up. 
Clear. His eyes wide open. 
Wider than Ihave ever seen 
"| — them the two years I've 
known him. 


But then he--he twitched. 
Kind of like a spasm. And it 
surprised us both. 


And then we--we both 
realized that his arm--his missing 
arm--started to--it was starting 

to form. It was forming right in 
his sleeve. Growing in. 


It--It--It was shocking. 


He kept muttering about people always taking things away from him. 
I mean, this was a big issue for him, I guess. People taking things from 
him. Kinda makes sense when you think about it...his arm. 


And then what : 
happened? Before I could even stop him-- before I 


could do anything, he injected himself 
with his new ieaerenents of the serum. 


: Z | 
fr. Y 


As we both looked at this-- 
this biological miracle that 
was forming right in front 

] of us...he started to breathe 
really heavily. Really loudly. 


ae 8 FE 


ave 


But then-- then all of a sudden Dr. Conners keels over. Onto the floor. 
He screams and falls to the floor holding his arm. He was screaming. 


Wl the pain was driving him 

Fai insane. He started making 

Ma these noises. These..noises 
like-- like an animal. 
G-guttural noises. 


The doctor, he--he 
turned around to 
face me. His face 
whipped around. 

Looking right at me. 


That's when I 

| fainted. I-- I-- 
I-- was woken 
up by police. 


Have you heard 
reports of the 
sewer monster? 


Do you think that 
could be Dr. Conners? jeu 


oe 


We showed young Ms. Li 
the only existing picture of 
this so-called sewer monster. 
This Man-Thing. The picture 
upset her. 


_—— 


No, no, please, I can't 

think that--that's my 

friend youre talking 
about. I can't think that. 
How could I think that? 


Stay on the 
sidewalk. 
> al 
~~ * 


— 


i 


ull 
Sy, 


Se 


one weekend with your 
folks and | am already 
bursting to tell you stuff. 


4 my F Zc"! LgLgE_E 
I can't believe I almost Ws F : Ze 
didn't tell you about my SS i : 
secret. About being Spider- e “Sh ; Zi 

Man. But I am sooooo glad 


I did. 


| had a run-in this 
weekend with something |; 
| just don't understand... 
yet again. I've only been 
putting on my silly 
costume for a little while ; 
and already I seem to 
run into something | 
don't understand on 
a biweekly basis. 


So many things in this 
city that | don't even believe 
exist. | can't believe how 
crazy this world is getting. 


I'm going to have to start reminding myself to take quiet moments like this 
and just kind of soak it in. Try to get a little perspective. A little introspective. 
(Five dollar word, thank you very much.) 


Nea eae His any 


| swear to God I was just 
going to sit home and watch 
TV until my brain melted. | was 
actually looking forward to it. 


a { } oY 
\\ XN ¢ i 
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\ Nd WS 
But on TV--they had this ‘ SS 


report about this doctor, HA WU 


this professor. And after ar = / 
watching this report I = (f 
realized that-- o N 
MM) [LAA i 
--well, what happened to him-- 2 NG 


it could have happened to me. 


MT y iN (7 “a 
why 


I mean--when I got bit 
by the spider that gave 
me my powers--who knows 
what could of happened. 


Think about it, 
a little less spider 


cy a 


..Or if that spider bit a little closer 
| toa vein, or on my face instead of my 
hand, and who knows... 


wf Could have really ) ) ; 
turned into a--an but | kind of identified 


actual spider-man. ! with this guy. 


could have , 
grown six arms . I felt kind of 
and shot silly Qa, , compelled to look 
string out my into this thing. To 
butt. see if maybe I could 
= do something. 


Wait a second, * 
this isn't the Virgin 


So about the same time as 
wee «this Doctor Conners disappeared 
under these mysterious and 
vaguely reptilian circumstances... 
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are starting to -- and by people | mean the media--and I know firsthand what a big load of gooey 


garbanzo beans the media is -- but they are starting to say that whatever happened to the doctor 
and this creature might be connected. 


That maybe he turned into some horrible 
disfigured lizard thing and he's pulling people 
down into the sewer and doing God knows what. 


Mental note: 
next time bring 
a flashlight. 


Maybe I should 
make a belt for 
myself, fill it full of 
tools or something. 


Nah, that'd 
be lame ina 


And you know--a few 
weeks ago | would have 
slapped my knee and 
called you silly if you 
would have told me some 
bogusness like that-- 


--but after what happened 
to me--after what happened 
at our school. Well... 
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...Doc-- \\ I just--oh man-- 
sy Doctor Conners? YW I La want to talk 
Are youDoctor \W (0 you before... 
Conners? I--I--I came Cig 
here to talk to 
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a second. 
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a : y ) GB are you in there, 
Doctor? Can I talk 
to the Doctor? 


WW 


Nat 


BY 

yy \ 

f { Jd J pies 
‘ I 7 a 4 

mea ie TORS 


WW \\\\, He 
Si Vlg Ae 


ZF \ ee : 


¢ 


2 =a 


i); eee 
gy NAAFHHILLL 


~ a i Z ly 


S Ss sl 
GAA tj ) ] 
Yy Yj > / 
1), FO GEEZ “ed ) 
p «< WAAHAALS / |, OI OAL, 
“4 / C7 / 
y Jp YZ, } 2 Ww je i ly 
ff EE 
I Y, x ; 
# 


_—— 
——— 


SS 


ial 


| 
| 


| r j f 
\ Le Hil 


All the way to the 
hospital the poor 
guy-—he kept asking 
me what happened-- 
what was going on. 


I didn't have 
a freakin’ clue. 


I was in just as much 
shock as he was--so I just 
didn't answer. 


\ Sint 7 ZA ZA we. 
So, yeah, | dropped him off 
in the emergency room, and 


i) was, of course, chased off by 
N security...again. 
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I never told you this, but not so long ago 
this guy, who quite frankly was wackier 
| went back to the sewer 3 times over than Bjork with a case of sunstroke, told me 
the last day and a half. Just to try to make that all these crazy things, all this stuff is 
sense of it all. Try to figure out what I saw. somehow connected. 


me AA 


| kind of blew it off. Mostly because 
I'm not sure what he meant. And mostly 
because this guy was whack. 
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But I did think about it. What is connected? a | CCE 


All the accidents? All these science-related 
accidents that keep changing people like 
myself or Doctor Conners or whatever that 
thing was in the sewer? 


I mean, what were the odds of what 
happened to me with the spider? You 
were there. How could that have been 
connected to something else? It was a 
total fluke. 


How could that be connected to the 
Z > AS BO Hulk or Iron Man? Even typing it sounds 
PZ, b stupid. The guy was nuts. There's... 


: But, really, how 
= Ss Za could they be? 
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Martha -- I love you. 
LT will always love you. 


But I can't ask you 
to wait for me. I know 
that, 


But I can ask you 
not to hate me. You are 
my one true friend in 
this world. 


I made a promise to 
you -- and I car't keep 
it. But neither can I come 
home to you like this. If 
there's even a chance IT 
will furn again -- I can't 
come home. 


I would never be so 
selfish. I will come back 
to you when I have 
redeemed myself and 
when I am a whole man 
again. 


TI hope you will still 
have me. 


--Curt 
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MN] THEY ARE MUTANTS, BORN WITH STRANGE AND AMAZING 


POWERS. GATHERED TOGETHER BY PROFESSOR X, THE pe 
CHILDREN OF THE ATOM FIGHT TO PROTECT A WORLD 
THAT FEARS THEM! 
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it's so nice to have 

such a responsible 
young man for a 

: nephew. A 
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found out that her 
son was skipping 
school sometimes, 
Xand she didn't even 
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work and tell me 
where you'll be and | / / 
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you did. Big step 
] for you--being 
all, like, rebellious 
and stuff. 
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Don't sweat it--I've been personally 
assured that Kong knows how to 
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m1 something 
\ nice. 
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But this isn't our mall--this is a 
totally different mall than our mall. 


‘Corn Dog on 
a Stick’? 4 


some fun? 


= That really is Ws 
disgusting. {- 


a= Shave ahigh 
. constitution. 
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amazing, it really \W" --just, you 

is. And--and we 

should do some-_ do it. 
thing with A sophisticated 

culture-- 6 and stuff. 


A you can 
pierce your cheeks 
together for all I 


Im total = 
} ~psyched! Were ¥ 
going to be major & 
sophisticates. 
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know, just to 
O be all 


Hello! 
Too much 


information. ¥ notice how everyone 
S| working at ‘Orange 
Julius’ is shaped like £ 


You guys eve ——— 
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a pear? 


are you 
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J oy shaped as? 
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Ugh. I thought 
we were going to 
go stand outside 
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what? Im not 


A totally against © 


{ this cultural 
WN sophistication 
RA thingy dingy, 


Yeah, well, only if I get to 
hang myself On National 
Television during the 


Britney video. / 
| mah = A 
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want to go to } 
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Hey bub, 
how's it 


tel good to 
meet you guys, 
but 4 “ae Come on, 
just passing Logan. Let's 
: egies kids 
al 


Ly Yo, 
|} / whassup? Peter's 
cousin-- lookin’ 
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‘ We 
see each other 
much, so I'm not 


that time we had in 
Times Square. 


guys go to 
econ 


Hey, my aunt \__ 
lives up there in 
Westchester. I go Like a private 
up there every | school or...? 
summer. 
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matents? 
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..come on, Logan. 
Playtime is over, 
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¥ Like different & 
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7 powers and 
stuff? 
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this visor-- ~ 
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And nothing I 
could do would be 
able to stop it. , 


Well, that 
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The world's 
a complicated 
place, girl. 


/ Hey..1 got hecstice ™ | 
one, like, do you werre, like, not 
hate us because , mutants? 


. ” But some 
mutants have Ss i 
kids who aren't what you'd call, 
a big grab 


Like the ‘only if your 
parents can handle the 
news' kind of thing? 
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--do you 
wish you were 
just like a normal 
person? 


1 if there's an 
q easy answer 
to ‘that. It-- Zga\_ we wish--this is the 

A, way it is. 


Listen, this-- 
these questions youre 
Jean, the asking--they're cool and 
4 all--and I understand where [ 


Professor's ‘ i 
; youre coming from-- 
Calling. Ido. 


...you just gotta 
- learn to play the 
hand that's dealt you. 
You ever heard of 
that expression? 


What are 
you going to do? 


\f Whine about what Be 


you wish you had 
or you wien you 


What's in - 
€4)\ the other person’ 
S\_ porridge bowl? 


See, this is 
the only thing I 
know to be good 


--if people 
don't get you-- 
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That things 
might get “get 
so out Oo 


control that... 
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Are you asking if 


we worry that one AW 
, the government (SS 
will finally just decide ay, 


to round us all up 
for good? 


Dude, your \ 


uncle is a 
mutant? 


a Cousin... 

U ® sort of. 
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Seriously \3 


|__4 how cool was 
that? = 


Mutants, Y I never thought 


Get that! , that was so cool! — 
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for real, in a million years-- (| 


1 earrings on 


uh? 
go a 


ay 


wei 
ww 


a 


PF 
a s ie 
SL NPS, e 
” Ns > 


4 
x aN, BSS , 
Jf i 


A OQ 


salen TT 11 | 


re 


OO 


One vein eT 


‘>. a ] - 


Ok, 
Minera eaer 7 4 
\ or Angelina y 
a » Jolie? 


\ %@ | P |. 
cn io | 
Be 


m be Winona Ryder. @f\ Anjelina Jolie 


ly, ruling. 


you're not 


RS AC considera Sn MZ 7 
> 2 AW, her-- Cl /. 
‘Gy D> em OVERRULED! al ok 
1 TELE SS 


You hear me? 


4 
Siero 


Angelina Jone \ PNW 
tell her it’s over.) UF! tt 
i 


tf 
7 Tim ee 
my lookingfor i 


¥ —— iY \ ! ge 2 4 

ser a (fae 
Z : 

VA ya —— 
you order “a ee 
: As ; 

Chinese’ Sas . 

f — e 

ee 3 (7m 

A, \ 


f 


y 


17; 


a weird word... )s 


thwart. Fane - ee 
? a didn't realize 
A young man ; : ra Wl was actually 
with this much fort i } talking ou 
(/ power-- and not to \_. far 
mention this much 
responsibility-- uss 
shouldn't be this /% 


Gared Gna enough evil 
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RNBA of superheroey 
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as: something? 
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you, like, find 
somewhere else 
to talk to 
DP yourself? just give out 
] ( my secret 
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“And although science 

was able to repair 
Stranges damaged hands-- 
they Were never 

he same. 


"There's a certain 
delicacy of touch 
that a surgeon has, 
and now Strange no 
longer hadiit. And 
he was told that 
this was the way 

it was going 

to be forever. 


"Go he went on a quest to 
heal himself. A search to 
recapture his lost glory 

and his broken life. 


“Trying every religion, 
every medicine, every 

ritual mankind had to offer. 
but nothing worked, 


"And year after year, bit by 
bit, Strange dwindled his 
fortune-- slowly slippin 
further and further unti 
he was nothing more than a 
drifter and a drunk, 


"But in his travels, Strange 
started to hear rumors, 
whispers, of a learned man 
in Tibet. A man who could 
work miracles. 


"Go with literally nothing 
left to lose, Strange went to 
Find this miracle man. 


"Travelling halfway around the 
world on nothing but fumes-- 
all the way through the frozen 
wastes of the Himalayan 
Mountains.” 


“Now of course this entire story is something, like, third person 
removed, but the way I heard it is when Strange finally met the 


Ancient One face-to-face... 


"\.the first thing he said was: ‘It is not your hands, it 
is your spirit and soul that are broken.’ 


"And it was right there and then that 
Stephen Strange became the Ancient One's 
disciple. 


a 
the secrets of sorcery: 
magic of the My 


"And this is where 


» final 


eventually, he he 
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“When the Ancient One's time on this Earth was done and 
gone, Doctor Strange packed it up and came back to the 

civilization he had once given up on. 
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‘Eventually sabeling? in that Vicborian style house : 
on Bleeker Street here i in New ¥ York City. 
"Yes, the one in “the siebure: 
"The reason you never heard much about 
him in the press is, well, you know how it 
Is. . magic? MAGIC?!! Eccentric! 
Charlatan! 
[as Lh. QS )O00 
/ "But that was Ok for this new 
Dr. Strange-- the people that needed 
him always knew how to find him. 
CVs] 2 Se) Oe ees 
"And those who didn’t need to know 
a him? Well, he had dozens of ways 


to stay out oF their consciousness. 


"And that probably would be people like you. 
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) But back to this house of his-- see, 

| during his supposed 500 plus years on 

N Earth, the Ancient One had become the 
trusted keeper of dozens of special, 

powerful artifacts. 


Pall “h —._—_..—- , ME) 4 a ee 
if nd when Stephen succeeded him as the 
’ [mm sonew Sorcerer Supreme, he also became 
in the guardian of these artifacts. 
bat tee Penn ~! —iceratel S Lit 1 es 
de "Some you've heard of like the Book of the 
Vishanti, the Cloak of Levitation and the 
Eye of Agamotto. Your precious Wand of 
Watoomb. 
a 1 AEE, _— Fs “a 
"Stored aid guarded zh Strange to keep them from 
mag ians who might us use them for the wrong purposes. 
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"Again, people like you. 


“And like the Waster of the Mystic Arts before him, Strange 


chose both a trusted oo anda worthy disciple. 


“Sowell . a 
“The servant, Wong (or something like 


that) was one of these guys whose entire [g 
family dynasty is a line of servants to 
the Masters of Mystic Arts. 


His family has 

served people like 
Doctor Strange for 
centuries. r 


And his disciple-- Clea? 
Cleo? No. It was Clea. 


Clea, from what I 

hear, was pretty 
easy on the eyes. 

And quite a powerful 
student.” 


Coy ALL eS ee é 3 
“And you know what that means-- 
they ended up together. 
They even had a child together. 


"But the story goes 
that Strange never 
even got to see his only 
child, because for some 
reason soon after Clea 
told him that they were 
indeed blessed... 
F|"...he disappeared. 
j Gone missing. 
: "One minute he was 
: | meditating and the 
, next minute he 
was gone. 


= "His astral 

body and his 
physical body-- 
just gone. 


Fie 


VEZZHOMS 
4 "No one ever found him. Twenty years 
and not a peep. He just ceased to exist. 


» — T= Clea? Whoo boy. Word is Clea was totally destroyed. 
a ae, "And she looked everywhere. She travelled the world just like 
— 4] Strange had years before-- lost-- not knowing where to look. 
<< even travelled the route her lover 


had when he found the Ancient One. 


BY "Pregnant she did this. But she never found him. 
And the trauma of this cut her pretty deep. 
sa ‘ ane say that this Clea eventually 
F 4 rejected her studies and belief system. 

- a 

"Ghe took her unborn child and she disappeared into the 
vast seas of suburbia and she raised him as best she could. 


“Never letting the boy know who his father was. 
Never opening the door to that world again. 
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"I don't know-- maybe she blamed the magic.’ 


1 


"But what Clea and maybe even Strange 
didn't know was that there is a system to 
such things-- and a pretty chauvinistic 
one at that. 


FS 


"On his twenty-first birthday, 
unbeknownst to Clea, Wong shows ||> 
up out of nowhere, and lays this | 
whopper of a tale on her young 
son. The story of his legacy. The 
story Lam telling you now. 


"Imagine-- you don’t know anything 
about magic, or the Mystic Arts, 
you don’t even know you had a father-- 
and someone tells you this story?” 


"Maybe to get closer to a 
father he never knew, maybe 
to tick off an angry mom. Who 

knows-- but the kid is in 

basic training.” 
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So, he'sa 


These artifacts-- 
the wand-- they 
are all entrusted 

to a novice? 


Or he may 
Y be the most 
powerful 
sorcerer this 
world has ever 
known and he 
just doesn't 
know it 
yet. 

y Rumor is 
that he wasn't 
even conceived 
in this dimension, 
so who knows? 


pe. / I'd wish you best 
see «OOF luck on your 
al future endeavors, 


Xand... but we 
both know 


” But before Would you be 
you go-- Iwas sokindas to 
wondering-- 


Oh, Henry... you don't think 


L'would sit down anddo 
business with someone like 
you without casting a 


personal defense 


spell, do you? 


Henry, if you were And the reason you fail at Vv You just recite spells. 
anywhere near as the Mystic Arts is because You don't personalize 
powerful as you you have no imagination them, you don't bring any 
should be... or creativity. _ Y of yee into 


..you wouldn't 
have to pay guys 
like me to help 
you steal objects 
that don't belong 
to you in the first 


i 
place. A & Z 


is why... you- 
are- a- joke. 
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Will you do me the 
favor of taking this 
man out back and 
beating him to 
death? 
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And I was 
just about 
to quit 
swinging 
around and 
go home... £7 
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can't have Vas i cute in the 
you people ¥ . tights but... 
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Okay, so it V But, come on, guys, I can't 

q wasn't that banter all by myself. You 

great ofa A gotta give me something 
joke. _ to work with... 
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.. OF an angry 
J, comeback or 
something. _ 
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thanks? I 
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i ~ HOW W did 

4 pads die? 


car Paccitere He was a 
doctor and he died in 
a car accident. 


Well, uh-- 
well, we got 
a computer 
at school. 


And all this 


stuff about my} - 


Dad came 


‘And on it 


(you can get 


onto the 


INinternet. ee 


> Andonthe. 
Internet they 
have, like, these 
places where you 
can type your name 
, in and search 
— the web. 


[ty typed in my 
name. Stephen 
Strange. 


Ne 
It sure sounded 
ike him and there 
is this picture. 
> And it 
looked like 
the picture oF 
him in that 
book under 
your bed. 


is\Te that’ : 
that? the kind of 
; ‘.\ doctor he 


And this 
icture-- is 
that you when 
- you were 
#\\\_younger®, 


says ‘the 
uncontested 
Master of |. * 
the Mystic / ~ 
Arts.’ 


Listen 

{ tome and 

\ listen to me L— = 

\\_ good! Your father 

ony] was a doctor and 

/\ he died in a car 
: accident! ~ 


-f And I don't 
want to see or 
hear anything 
else about 
this Mystic 
Arts!! 


ne And I 

-<f don't want to 
hear any more 

about this 


Internet! Do you 
~ understand?! 


\% 
Sts) 


ou've 
been sitting 
A here this whole a, 
i P 


—o hie oe 
:. \ have to do 
that P) 


rz 
1 
ap =r 


IF I may Cy 
comment... DEO hee 


cia) i 
Your time > a oe: y 
onthe Astral \ ” Well, the 
Plane would Ancient One's 
probably Pe more : mother never 
| [eter |! stopped talking 
Phe ARCoUE : to him because he }. 
ce ts J confronted her 
ne suggests about the pack 


LW in his texts. 1 of lies she was 
passing him about 
who his father 
= really was. 
1 } P 
\ > ze j / { 


| a What do you 
ink you're 1 ye ¢ 


Hey! You better \ © 


due 
respect, you can't 
just rip a hole open 
into the Astral Plane 
and toss people 
through it. 


at 
a 


I know-- I know! I just didn't 
7 Know what else to do! 
PR pl) 
/ —£ 


“i 


ese lis 


It's the only 
spell I can conjure 
that quickly. He-- 


Sir, you have he just came 


to get him out 
of there before 


I'm looking for the 
bel enchantment tome. 


Sir, if I may, it seems 
rather clear that the 
young man in the tights 
is a well Known 
adventurer here 
in New York. 


But what do 
I do with him 
when I bring 

him back? 


From the 
look of him, to 
one of my experience, 
his uncharacteristic 
behavior was the result 
of amild, mystic, 
mind control. 


It's avery 


delicate balance 
between the planes-- } = 
you can't disrupt 


Astral plane... 4 F 
Astral plane... 


<) 


Mild, mystic, mind 
control... 


probably sent 
here, as your father 
had once forewarned, 
to attack you 
on behalf of 
me another. 


y The 4 
control spell 
was surely 
disturbed when 
you threw him 
»\ out of this 


4, dimension. 


And if I 
may-- the young 
man has probably woken 
from this haze and is 
now teetering somewhere 
on the edge of insanity 
from the displacement 
from his own reality. 


/ There you go, sir. ¥ 
Everything is all 
right. You are 

l safe. 


\ You are 
Hy Ee X safe. ¢ 


And 
really, most JM 
importantly... 4 


...Why- a 
am- I- 


; Well, yille jeee 
: : 4 ih / c you feel any 
ie eaees ' a F il better kid-- 
my mask! AY SA # 


to make sure | 
‘ you were | 
wa breathing. 
1) - 
off 


We have 
absolutely no 
idea who, out of 
the five billion 
New Yorkers, 
you are. 


important: do 
you remember }. 
how you got 
here? 


= this bald guy 
eee) Came out and # 


Listen, this is \ \ L.) |] 1 - “Gi FP |} se 


» ¢ 
swinging oS ; Ty 
ee and-- ¥ \ ee) 4 ; 
and (see, I'm _ — "7 \ae to come here and a 
4 Spider-Man and #yuae ‘ to kill a guy named \ay 
A I can swing Z Strange...does }f 
around.) that sound 
4 ‘ ; right? _. 
r Z and this guy was ~ did-- I think. ~~ 5 


| f getting beat up behind q sheppee = 
\ this bar... and I went 
—_ to stop it. Pee 4 


bring the wand of-- of 
watsooz-- 


(The Wand of 
-\ Watoomb. 4 


ie 


Y And-- and this is 
*\ weird-- does this 
7 sound right? 


28. Game break the 


broken. 


lis 
my Alt 


After the 
words “break 
Then-- then le seal" 
everything gets everything 
totally fuzZzy-- A is fFuzzed. 


Sir-- listen-- 
intruders are in 
the house! 


4 It kept the house 
protected! 


Without the 


seal's enchantment Y% 


who practice the 

Mystic Arts that 

would oppose or 
infiltrate us! 


” The seal 
kept out all 
mustical 


iy This happened once 
before-- years ago-- 
but your parents 
cleverly deceived 
the intruders. 


Twill 
distract 
them while you 
unspool a 
deception. 


"Those whose greed aaa 9 
will be ee own A 
What kind } atl o1ng. 
of deception? : 
What are you - 
talking 


4 


~ 
u 


In the Eye of 
Agamotto is the 
illusion oF one's 
wealth. It will show 
aman's greed to 
him one hundred fold. 


Oh, thank you 
Ha for coming so Jag 
quickly. a 


Ah, the infamous Wong, 
yes? Manservant to 
the Mystic Stars. £ 


young one. 
: iy The young 
man named 
( UN Strange. 4 


authorities, I |4 
thought you A. 
were them. Ley 


in tights came in 
I\ here and killed him 


not anhour Vf” 
ago. s 


, 
Your 
“Master” 
has an object 


) 


know what you 
are talking al out. J 


Don't sass m Y --soO 
Ea bee ren. poe avait 
> Icould _it--_ to me-- 


easily cast a 
spell on you that 
i would devolve you : 
to your primordial is” 6 
embryonic “ 


...First your 
reality will twist 
on itself so that 
you won't even 


know your 
-- fg 
yt ¢ 


he spell I will cast : ‘ f ‘ 
y on you will have 
» many layers... & f 


: Come NJ ¥ 
- { here! You } > ff: 
sh little... fat ‘ 


Gy 
DAW 


tricks?!?! 
— You half- 


5 oe eer 


eM 
re : 
é wy. - 
A : _ Parlor “ 
; tricks? Parlor 
> 
f O ae 
: - €, 
i 
‘ : 


yY Is there anything 
7 sadder than alittle 
bald guy on a Saturday 
night with nothing 
better to do than 
bother me... .<—& 


G..who, —~\ 
bythe way, * 
also has nothing 
™ better todoona 
Saturday night, but 


gt \ that's an entirely 
ir “ieerent story 
S for another 


Is thisa <\ 
challenge from \;j 
a novice magician \\ 
| with absolutely no |. 
idea who he is i 
challenging and 
how to do it? 


3 

ba (But you 

ff answered a 

wl question with 
a question.) 


novice-- 


at Sal 
I FFE sindit 


~) Maube it's \- yf 
because it's ) 4 
a aes 


\ ..but Iam so 
¥ creeped out by 
all you magic guys , 
that Ican'teven hk. 
think of something 7. 
funny to say. 45° 


1 pe Pe 
euseTonle. 


I did, didn't 
I? I actually 
won this one. 


ell, that 
certainly was 
something. 


Why did 
he want this 


to prepare 


P Ka “casi sy the seal 
father might aa . ¢ 

have something \aw 4 we immediately. 

written on him in am 
. his journal. 


a GON if é | 
=e ¥, if / 
¢ Gi > 
we J do with this 


You're going to ‘ 
have to concoct an \\ 
ancient spell of 
banishment. 


A ie eee 
or you could 


call the 


none of this evel no offense, 
, happened? sd 


and pretend, like 7 Lf Because A |. I 
but... F 
— Lf 


ER verian embassy, 
ew york City. 
Six months ago... 
Y 


LAI) Al 


1 
ps 


ah 


ox 
= 


a Rs 
me 


\ 

A 

“ay 
eS A | 
y--it's a grave WY 


misconception 


| = way Of life. AT a 


y | a Vat 


See, most \ And I think 
of what you ml y AndI--yes--l_ \/ that we can only 
are asking about But assure yOu We are = prove ourselves 
is nothing but ike America, eA ahg with strong and 
Vaq Latveriahasastrond citizens of the purposeful 
and proud people new.world action. 
with a deep, rich 

history. 


le 
Thank you 
so much, Mr. 
| Ambassador. 


{ SRy 
| | | od 


IF you could 
sign the release, 
we can get out 


=! wt 


Midis eny 
\" ‘y 
sh AY 
Sey 


for eorneWhere 
to put your 
soup. 


| Ly} y" i. 
ii et 
et Ww 


Just the 
semester, 


We week 
— Ya | _ have you been 
~~ . the embassy, 


you found your 
internship here 


} ai 


and quietly 


Wii 
Wig 
= 
So 
) ie 
Vi, 3 
y fon 
2 
ree 
he 
<= 
2 
= Es 
/ 
| f 
/ 
f 


a: — 
urich? —7 
n 


i 


aah out ortho VL LLL Sage tat lt nig one ge 

blue. Woman says of the interns was beaten = = 

she works at the | T up and taken away by the SSS ~~ 
Latverian os Latverian Ambassador and : 


embassy. | I\ that no one has seen 
re er since. A, 


This woman-- she was 
talking a mile a minute, - 
but she said that she 
was too scared to --but that she 
do to the police--. knew something bad : It's those 
had happened to this pictures we 
young girl and that-- 4& put of you on 
3 a the sides of 


It annoys me 
that there even isa 
Latverian embassy. 


Well, we 
can't go to the 
embassy and 

accuse them. 


Well, that's 
mighty democratic 
of you, Robbie. 


Their dictator 
denounces our way 
of life and declares 
a holy war against 
us. 


I say if you 
hate us that 
much-- stay in 

your own 
country. 


Meanwhile, 
agirl ends 
up in ariver 
somewhere. 


This is just the 
kind of thing that 
gets covered up and 

swept under a rug 
because no one wants 
to make an incident 
out oF it. 


Well, 
fine. But 
what should I 
do about 
this? 


Let me 
handle the 
politics oF 
this thing. 


Let me 
make some 


my storu, 


She's 
snapping 
out of it. 


— 
It was in Vos yy 
German. 


Ms. Romanov... 
I assume this 
is yours? 


my > \ 


S 
3 
Soe 


Ene eas 


ai 


SW) ia 2 
| 
=gige? SS Soe 


= SAAR 
: = iewe we, 


—_—_—_—————————— 


Se. 


{ 
a 


ll 


IW that's ie, 4 
we Know whe ' 
\ you are. 


Who do 
you work for 
Ms. Romanov? 


This belt Youc 
A an 
ae Pda bag 
ing. \ ingerprints, but 
, your cornea match 
brought out th = 
most interesting 


Because 
Ihavea 
pottery 
class on 
Thursday. 


Real name: 
Natasha Romanov 
Occupation: 
Intelligence agent, 
former hallerina 
Base of Operations: 
Unknown 
Height: 5T 
Weight: 125 Ibs. 
Bye color: Green 
Hair color: Red-Auburn 
Powers: None 
Weapons: 


kn 
Red Room, the Black Widow's fighting 
prowess and tactical abilities have 
peen honed to razor-sharp perfection. 


small device cap 
nigh-frequency electr 
Microscopic suction cups puilt into her 
uniform enable the Widow to walk on 
walls and ceilings. 


History: 
Natasha 
Russia's royal fi : 

abandoned as an soldier 
Ivan Petrovitch. 


The KGB dee 


make exemplary special- 


The infamous 
Black Widow right Ff 
here in our 
embassy. ? ( 
honored, if ¥ 


Lwasn't so [>= 
annoyed. fi 


\ | My theory is that 
you're a Red 


Dwarf. 


That is what 
they called them 
in the sixties, I'm 
not sure what the 

term is now. 


ARed Dwart. ae. 
is is my Because 
theory. these are volatile 
times between my 
country and the 
United States. 


I'm going to ask 
you one more time, 
little girl. 


Who do you 

work for and 
what were you §f 

looking for? A= 


It's okay. 
Don't answer 
me. 
VY The Sodium 
Pentothal 

Barbituates 

will kick in soon 
enough. I see 
you sweating 

alreadu. 


expert-- but 
I believe this is 
a human rights 
violation 


3 ARed Dwarf A Red Dwarf would pick 
wouldn't work a hot spot to gather 
for anybody. , intelligence information fey 
from and sell it or auction Le 
it to the highest ( 


Sometimes they bidder. __<ieo* 
would try to sellit P™ sometimes . 
back to the person they would give it to 

they stoleit from. the organization they 

were hoping to join as 
proof that they were 
° an asset. 


And for the life of me, I 
can't think of any other 
reason what a broken 
down-- 


--ex-K.G6.B. 
operative would 
be doing here. 


Vhnat was the 
question? 


You tell me right now, ’ eh. a 7 os Ld] 
ak haven't felt Raggy 


you dried-up, useless 
ese 


Because after ., “i, FF FAH| *, 
you deal with me, you 
will have his holiness, 
Victor von Doom, to - 
deal with!!! And if 
<q You think I'm 
A, irritable--!! 
Jat <a 


y t 
know-- it looks 
like everyone | / / : «Well, 
left forthe © ‘ : except for the 
day. see any kindof g "6 gunshot. 
shenanigans... 40 c : s 


That was 


definitely a 
gunshot. Okay. 7 
Okau. 


T'll barge in. 
Just barge in 
and do my thing. 
Okay. I'll-- wait!! 


Can you 
help me? 
Please? 


are you the 
\ intern? 


You like 
rollercoasters? 


VTE WN 


That 

is what you 

call-- aclose 
call. 


That won't be 
necessary. 


necessary? 


IF you want I \ ° 
can swing you 
back down there 
and youcantell fs 
them whatever 
you need to 
tell them. 


Hey, 
the police 
showed 
up. 


actually. 
You're a 
little older 
and uh-- 


You-- uh-- you remind 
me Of someone 


little more 
mature? 


Wait! What 
are you?! 


Beem KR” Ay 
ss = = 8&8 8H H&E 


= Se See \< “W 


pe 
9c 
30 
oD 
8G 
et 
Mans) 


vhat a very 
attractive 
physique you 
have 


at 


Sure-- so 
what's with the-- 
uh-- workout 
outfit? 
Does-- 
does-- does 
it involve 


Thank you 
for saving 
-snortt-- 


Do you 
Know what 
a Widow's 


IW 
a Eee A. 


So, 
I guess 


Smarter & 
than you 
look then. 


No 
wallet 
on you, 
huh? 


Ms. 
Romanov... 


Curse the 
American liberal 
tabloid media and 
their police 
scanners. 


Sep 


ett ae 


General 
Fury, how 
nice OF you 
to stop 
by. 


...what do 
you ‘think you' re ea, 
doing? = 


You've got all the 
mon in ai se 
and you're finally , 
a free agent... Trying 
I tell ya-- ? to prove : —__ 
Idon't get ..What on earth myself-- --to you, ¥ 
you one little #7 are you doing sneaking General. J 
bit. around the Latverian " eae 
embassy causing 
trouble? 


Get in the 
screwed that you vould ‘copter before 
up then, didn't notice. /__-=7 you start a war, 

<—S you inet erable 


What 
should we 
do with him, 
General? 


gon 
— | 


Re 


| 


ONCE.UPON A TIME.. 


THERE WAS A a 
SPIDER AND A 
@. PRINCE. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL TEXT OF A CHINESE FAIRY TALE. 


THE, SPIDER WATCHED THE YOUNG iia ; 
INGE WALKING THROUGH THE |: : 
AND ASKED HIM, | ! : 


WEED 
“NOBLE PRINCE, WHY ARE YOU 40 % | oF » 2 
FAR FROM HOME?" I ie va : 


"BUT YOUNG PRINCE," 
ASKED THE SPIDER "ONE 
DAY, YOU WILL RULE ALL 

THIS LAND JUST LIKE 
YOUR FATHER DOES," 


"NO." SAID THE 
PRINCE. "I WILL 
ALK UNTIL THE 
EARTH END4 TO 
ESCAPE SUCH 
A LIFE.” 
THE PRINCE ADMIRED 
THIS EIGHT LEGGED 
REATURE AND SAID, 
“MY FATHER 19 THE 
RULER OF ALL THIS LAND. 
EVIL RULER WHO TREATS 
Hi PEOPLE AS IF THEY paps 
NIM SPIDER. 


OVER. AT 14 
WHERE | WILL LIVE.” 


ELCOM 
lo! 


Leiko!! 4 


= Leiko!! [ | | 
| 
ial 
aii | 
Sas ] | 
=| [i oo} | " 
_| ¥ SS 
—— \ 
= as » 
| 


Auntie 
Li! 


mn HA 
HAHAHA HIT a 
HA ‘ 


<Will you look at 


I) 


ee 


a 
0 
3 


<Piece oF 
\ garbage.> 


SS 


Meshing 
in our stuff! 
= PFFt! _ 


i 
i! AON yp 


| 


Heir 10 a criminal empire, the noble warrior named Shang-Chi 
has renounced his father's wicked ways. Iained since birth to 
be the ultimate living weapon, Shang is the world's greatest 
martial artist. Now, he uses his fighting skills to protect 
Ofhiers in an eternal game of death and deceit. 


\ 
u 


Hig 


THE SPIDER WATCHED AS THE 
RINCE WALKED 


AND HIé BIRTHRIGHT. 


THE PRINCE NEVER 
oe igitins AND 


THE SPIDER ASKED; 
"BUT YOUNG PRINCE, 
WHAT WILL YOU DO 
IN THIS NEW LAND?" 


"IT ace Neu WHISPERED THE PRINCE. 
"| WILL EARN MY WAY IN THE NEW WORLD 
AZ A MAN, NOT A% A PRINCE.” 


/ Well, I'm asking, is it good 


it, Peter. I 
thinkit's | 


All I Know is that Ihave a 
five page paper on Hamlet due 
and I don't understand 
aword of it. 


made, like, 
fifty movies on 
Hamlet. Rent any 
one of them and 
you'll go: "Oh, 
duh!" 


~ Ti 


me that you 
know this muc 
about this 
t 


? 


thing that 
X\ you're all, like, 
M 


writing because everyone 
saus it is? Or is it good 
writing? 
| [7 Imean, ifit's No 
good writing then why 
is it so inaccessible? 
Whu is it so hard 


ge 
might be inaccessible, 54 Fae 
but, come on, the 
characters aren't. 


The characters-- 
Or | 


WY Vo you think 
you got smarter 

f after you got bit 

Hi by the spider? 


Actually 

I think it 
might be the 

opposite. 


ir. Science Guy. 


But you know 
all of this 


No, I'm telling you, the 
genius of the writing is that 
the themes or, you Know, 
the characters-- 


IF you take them 
out of their original 
setting and give them 
a new place or a new 
time period-- they 


still hold true. The 


humanity of 
it-- the drama-- 
they still hold 
/ true. 


How manu 
characters in the 
history of writing 
can still hold true 

iF you move them 
into a new setting? 


af say stuf like 
that-- but it 
isn't true. 


pcx 
aE 
; << 7 | 
( way things Nee 


\ are going 
‘\. latelu... | 


| 


BZ 


Y 


y Everybody's life Keep on whining-- but you've é 
has crap init. got thes amount 
Everyone's. rf 
You think ho 
you're some 
| special case, Oh ME 
but you're 7 gr 
> ee not. “ey 
| ee Zé, 
> a r Fe , 
“a ‘ Y, Wik 
NV oN _ Anyone Q y ie/ tii 
Ah, i 7 cote fi) 
AN \ ctop vi j ’ 
f \" A P 


Think it's 
funny? Using 
your martial arts }| 
A onacouple of Gm» 
: CB 


ee ; 
bi / Here, each 
W/{ OF you gets a 
taste. Have 


<Hit him in — 


the knee. Pop Va 
it out so he has 
something to 
remember you 
by.> 
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Don't you people 
know that-- 


++-3O YOU 
got this one 

all by yourself 
then, huh? 


' 


; ) \ 


v 


H a Sag = melee 
ii | = . 


i of : 
a i 
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z= 
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ee, 


iy 
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ra 


7 Please, e 
\ Leiko. pO ey 


what is on 
jour mind. 


Always 
with the 
bad boys. 


a bad boy? 
fy seemed like 
=~, the opposite AX 
Well, your 
stay with usis a 
short one; let's not 
worry our heads 
with Fanciful, 
romantic... 


just asking 
his name. 


Well, to be 
honest, Ido 
not Know his Ijust know 
name. that Kwan took 
him under his wing 

at the fish market-- 
just took him in ofF 
. the street. 


Crazy 
old fool. 


And it's only 
a matter of time 
before they kill him 
for doing so. 


So even 
though it was 
very nice of him 
to stop them 
from stealing 
from you-- it's 
best to stay 
away. 


This boy has been the only one 
to stand up to the gang of drug- 
addled, idiots that run our 
neighborhood crazy-- he 


I don't want 


= 7 my lovely niece ™ 


caught in the 
crossfire OF A@ 
idiots. <4 


And you 
say you don't 
now his 


i 
‘ 


BUT THE SOLDIER 
QUESTIONED THE a 
ORDER. "SIR, THE PRINCE 

I STRONG 


OF WILL. WH 
DO | DO IF HE DOESN'T 
WANT TO COME HOME?" 


TO MY M CAN 
NOT 60 UNPUNISHED." 


4 


Ss 
\ 


ONCE UPON A TIME... 


THERE WA% A $PIDER AND A PRINCE, 


THE SPIDER WATCHED CURIOUSLY A$ THE WAYWARD 
PRINCE WALKED FARTHER AND FARTHER AWAY: FROM 
HIS FATHER'S EMPIRE, 


THE SPIDER ASKED THE STOIC PRINCE: 
“BUT WHY DO YOU HATE YOUR FATHER 
40 MUCH A$ TO ABANDON Hi¢ LOVE, 
HIS WEALTH, AND HI¢ KINGDOM? HOW 
DOES A PRINCE LEARN TO HATE Hié 
OWN FATHER $02" 


TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL TEXT OF A CHINESE FAIRY TALE 
; @ 


I'mnot here W 
for trouble and 
I'm not here to #§ 
You can : fight you. 
put your : % 7% 
weapons 
away. 


aw. 


‘ é I'm here i. 
chance. 


You, I . — 
assume, are the 5 \ F T imagine 4 
leader of this rag-tag you're confused as 


motley crew. So let 
me be direct. 


I couldn't 
help noticing that 
your organization's 
credentials in this 
neighborhood are not 
what they should be... 
considering your 
obvious assets 
and intellect. 


His name 
is Shang- 
Chi. 


to how one man-- one 
fish market employee-- 
could beat the living 
snot out of all oF you 
with such ease. 


Y He has 
mastered every 
fighting style 
invented by man, 
and understands 
ancient techniques 
forgotten for 
centuries. 


Tam telling 
you that only a 
small mobilized army 
could defeat him 
in hand-to-hand 


combat. 


Why, you ask, 
if what I say of 
this man is true-- 
if this man is who 
I say he is-- why is 
he sweeping the 
floor of a fish 
store? 


This is not 
a challenge. 
It is fact. 7 


I know that 
you will take it 
as a challenge, as 
so many before 
you have, so I 
come to you with 
this advice. 


spoiled, little 
brat that ran 


away from home-- 


from the 
homeland. 


His father 
is arich and 


Shang-Chi's 
father wants his 
estranged son 
back. He wants him 
*\ back alive. Alive, 
but broken. 


You men 
are perfect 
for the job. 


You men will 
have proved 
your worth. 


The public 
defeat of Shang- 
Chi and the availability 
of this product will bring 
you levels of profit you 
have only dreamed 
of before. 


I suggest 
‘({ that if you accept 
my offer-- pull no 

S punches. 


Do not come 
at this man one 
at atime. Only 

in numbers. 


Don't be 
witty, don't be 
fancy. Just 
overpower him 
as quickly as 
you can. 


I know that before 


this day is out one 
of you will figure out 
who I am talking 
about-- 
is OF your 
discretion. 


In return for 
your efforts, his \ 
father will grant 

you full ownership 
of his East Coast 

gateway. == 
€xclusive 
trading... in 
specialty items. 
(if you understand 
me.) 


It is plain 
to see that 
your organization 
is overdue for a 
bump up in 
rank. 


I am coming 
to you first, 
because after 
yesterday's fiasco, 
it is my belief that 
your hearts will 
be init. 


Peter, I'm 
telling you, it 
was just like Jackie 
Chan... but, you 
know, not really 
that funny. 


He-- this Z 
Hi/ guy just whack, W ‘. f thing amazing 
{ whack, whack and q 2 7 about my fighting 
. he Kicked all oF J ; ability is how entirely 
» their butts. | spastic it is. Lfight | 
\ " . 4 like a crazy i 
person. 


need to learn \g 
moves like 
that. 


Trust me. 
Ihave gotten 
by on a web and 
a prayer sooo 
many times it's 
embarrassing. 


It was 
amazing. And I 
heard the one guy 
say to the police-- 
he just works at the 
fish store. Just J 
some guy. _ 


It was cute. 
You got your 
costume on 
and it was all 
over. 


Itwas 


funny. Come 
on... 


7 You know 
[, what I was 
WA thinking? 


- Maybe you 
should go up to 
that guy and, like, 
offer him a couple 


of bucks to teach | 
_ you some moves. 4 


| mF ff, 
Ithought W 


of taking a | 
class but-- 


But, like, 
with my powers, I \f 
mean, how wouldI V 
be ableto not slip |)" 
and show off my | 


any of the-- 


No, not 
Peter Parker-- 
Spider-Man. 


him as Spider- Y 
Man. and say, | 
“Hey, how much 
for a couple of 
lessons?” 


I came to warn you, Shang-Chi-- 
| at Lo Fun's I heard the news. 
I heard the men talk. ; 


Fu Manchu 
Knows you 
are here. 


He Knows 
you are alive. 
Here in New 
York City. 


The bounty 
on your head is These men 
are planning 
to attack 


BUT THE KING'S GRIP ON THE LAND WAS LONé AND WIDE... 


AND THE PRINCE FOUND HIMSELF SURROUNDED BY 
MIGHTY WARRIORS, WHOSE NUMBERS WERE MANY. 


\\ " \ ' 
DN BA, / 


we 


well 
no wonder... 
duh! 


Well, no 
wonder you're 
such a super 
colossal Kung 
Fu fighter... 


a typical 

See, Saturday 

“ee night for 
‘ you? 


Y Don't you 
guys have 
cable? 


_—————\ 


Seriously, 
you guys have 
got to get 
cable. 


It's Saturday 
night, you should 
see what they 
have on cable. 
Whoah! 


_ 7 it's what 
T live for. 


I guarantee 
you guys wouldn't 
be nearly as 


| 


=—— 

| f . 
Ly 

| 

= 

= 

= 


fi 


Well, maybe 
you would. You 
look like you're 

\ going to be angry 
either way. 


| 


Okau, 
kids, time 
for shluffy 


not that big 
a fan of the 


Just 
your friendly 
neighborhood-- 


(Oh 
forget it, 
I'm out of 

breath.) 


You wanna 
get out of 
here? 


9 Ughhh-- when I 

i get out of this-- 
I'm going to 
personallu... 


But 
I'm serious 
about what I 
said about 


Just-- just 
take a deep 
breath or-- 


I'm taking 
you to the 
hospital. 


Who are 
you? Why are 
you guarding 

? 


Oh, ha! No. I'm ¥ 
not guarding 
you. 


The first 
time I saw you 
I was Just passing 
by... this time-- this 
time I was swinging 
by to leave you 
anote. 


<a 


Yeah, uh, 
but never mind. 
Let me take you 
to a hospital. 


we 
ae eee 


I was-- I was 
What did going to offer you 
your note money for fight 
sau? 4 i lessons. 


I know it's 
all weird talking 
toaguyina 
costume-- 


obviously you 
are a master 
fighting ninja or 
something... 


...while I, 
even though I 
I lucked ...(as you were 
into these witness to tonight). 
powers... ... 1 fight py \y I need to learn 
like a mental H A some moves-- 


patient... 


The white 
ape offers 
a cup of 
wine. 


Please 
attempt to 
throw a punch 
at me. 


The final move is to push 
downward with one arm and 
push forward with the 
other. 


A punch is blocked 
with a double impact 
A shot to the throat. 7} 


Sadly, that is 
all I can offer you 
in return for your 

generosity 
toward me. 


I must 
leave this 
city and look 
to start 
anew. 


THE PRINCE STOPPED THE SPIDER FROM 
FOLLOWING HIM AND $POKE: "PLEASE 
UNDERSTAND, MY JOURNEY I$ THAT 
OF ONE MAN." 


"BUT | WANT TO LEARN TO BE MORE 
LIKE YOU, $IR PRINCE, | WANT TO 
LEARN YOUR WAYS OF HONOR,” 


% SAID THE SPIDER. 
DL "NO, YOU MAY THINK YOU 


DO, BUT YOU PO NOT." 


AND WITH THAT THE 
PRINCE WALKED AWAY, 
AND THE SPIDER NEVER 
SAW HIM AGAIN, 


